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1.
Introduction


The Glenorchy Rowing Club promotes the sport of rowing in Glenorchy and Hobart’s northern suburbs.  Our motto is 'fun, fitness and friendship' and we welcome anyone who wants to row.
So that we can provide an environment for participants of all ages and backgrounds that is safe, free from harassment and abuse, and promotes respectful and positive behaviour and values, the club has adopted Rowing Australia’s member protection policy (Attachment 2).
2.
Application
Our policy applies to everyone involved in the club including members, committee members, administrators, coaches, officials, parents and spectators.  
3.
Extent of Our Policy


Our policy covers breaches of our code of behaviour and behaviour that occurs at training, in the club rooms, at social events organised or sanctioned by the club, and at regattas or training camps. It also covers private behaviour where that behaviour brings our club or sport into disrepute or there is suspicion of harm towards a child or young person.

4.
Club Responsibilities

We will:

· implement and comply with our policy
· promote our policy to everyone involved in our club
· promote and model appropriate standards of behaviour at all times
· respond to breaches or complaints made under our policy promptly, fairly, and confidentially
· seek advice from and refer serious issues to Rowing Tasmania and Tasmania Police.
Serious issues include unlawful behaviour that involves or could lead to significant harm and includes criminal behaviour (e.g. physical assault, sexual assault, child abuse) and any other issues that Rowing Tasmania or Rowing Australia request to be referred to them.

5.
Individual Responsibilities

Everyone associated with our club must:

· comply with the codes of behaviour outlined in our policy
· be responsible and accountable for their behaviour
· follow the guidelines outlined in this policy if they wish to make a complaint or report a concern about possible child abuse, discrimination, harassment or other inappropriate behaviour.
6.
Responding to Complaints

GRC takes all complaints about on and off-field behaviour seriously.  GRC will handle complaints in accordance with the RA member protection policy
Serious complaints may be referred to Rowing Tasmania, Rowing Australia and/or Tasmania Police.
If the complaint relates to suspected child abuse, sexual assault or other criminal activity, then our club will report the behaviour to Tasmania Police and/or relevant government authority. 

7. 
Disciplinary Measures

Our club will take disciplinary action against anyone found to have breached our policy or made false and malicious allegations in accordance with the procedures of the RA Member Protection policy. 

Attachment 1:  MEMBER PROTECTION DECLARATION

Our club has a duty of care to all those associated with our club. As a requirement of our Member Protection Policy, we must enquire into the background of those who undertake any work, coaching or regular unsupervised contact with people under the age of 18 years. 
I ……………………………………………………….. (name) of …………………………………….

.……………………………………………………………….. (address) born ……/……/…………… 

sincerely declare:

1. I have a current working with children registration.
2. I do not have any criminal charge pending before the courts. 

3. I do not have any criminal convictions or findings of guilt for sexual offences, offences related to children or acts of violence.
4. I have not had any disciplinary proceedings brought against me by an employer, sporting organisation or similar body involving child abuse, sexual misconduct or harassment, other forms of harassment or acts of violence.
5. To my knowledge there is no other matter that the club may consider to constitute a risk to its members, employees, volunteers, athletes or reputation by engaging me.

6. I will notify the President of the club immediately upon becoming aware that any of the matters set out in clauses 1 to 5 above has changed.
Declared in ……………………………………….…………………………. 

on …….../……./……….(date)   Signature …………………………………………………………. 

Parent/Guardian Consent (in respect of a person under the age of 18 years)

I have read and understood the declaration provided by my child.  I confirm and warrant that the contents of the declaration provided by my child are true and correct in every particular.  

Name:……………………………………………….……. 

Signature:…………………………………………………

Date: ………………………………………. …………….
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